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The content for this brochure w
as created 

by M
oloka‘i residents w

ith funding support 
from

 the H
aw

ai‘i Tourism
 A

uthority.
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W

e encourage you to take care w
hile experiencing the 

m
any w

onders of M
oloka‘i. Tours led by local hosts are 

an excellent w
ay to stay safe and support local businesses 

w
hile deepening your appreciation for this am

azing place. 
Be careful and alert w

hen visiting, and:

• Stay on paved roads and avoid venturing o! the beaten 
path on your ow

n. Bew
are of flash floods up m

a uka 
(inland), as they can com

e w
ith very little w

arning.

• K
apu m

eans “keep out,” so do not enter places w
here 

you see these signs.

• T
here are no lifeguards on M

oloka‘i beaches. Please 
exercise caution in the w

ater, as strong currents and 
undertow

s are often present.

• Take your ‘ōpala (trash/rubbish) w
ith you. L

eave the 
place better than you found it.

• To prioritize safety and avoid trespassing, stay w
ith 

your group or local host w
hen visiting. Be conscious 

of places w
here vistors m

ay not be w
elcom

e, even if 
you see local residents, and especially if there are no 
other people present.

• A
bove all, rem

ain kind and polite. If you think a 
potential conflict m

ay arise, leave quickly and avoid 
escalating the situation.

D
on’t change M

oloka‘i.
L

et M
oloka‘i change you.

O
n an island w

here m
ost residents are N

ative H
aw

aiian, 
tim

e-honored custom
s and traditions have shaped life here 

for generations.

A
loha aku, aloha m

ai; A
loha is reciprocal.
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esources and supplies are very lim
ited. M

ost resources are 
found in the m

ain tow
n of K

aunakakai, including gas stations 
and banks. Please plan accordingly and reference the m

aps for 
inform

ation on specific locations.
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M

ost M
oloka‘i businesses are locally-ow

ned. Be sure to check 
hours of operation for opening and closing hours. M

any also 
closed on Sundays. 
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T
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Please heed all posted rules and safety guidelines and be aw
are 

that em
ergency and m

edical services are lim
ited. T

here is only 
one hospital in K

aunakakai. In case of em
ergency, call 911. 
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• G

o w
ith aloha! Be respectful and patient on the road. 

D
rive slow

ly in school zones, near residential areas and 
w

hen heading east on our narrow
er roads.

• Be m
aka‘ala (aw

are and alert) w
hile driving and visiting. 

R
esearch the area you are visiting and go w

ith a local host.

• R
educe your speed at night and keep an eye out for deer, 

as m
any areas do not have street lights.

O
ur ‘āina (land). O

ur hom
e.

O
ne w

ay of understanding our hom
e is to learn the m

any sayings 
of M

oloka‘i that have been given and used throughout the ages. 
"M

oloka‘i Pule O
‘o" reflects the island's strong spiritual connection, 

translating to "M
oloka‘i of the potent prayers." "M

oloka‘i N
ui a 

H
ina" honors the island as the o!spring of H

ina, em
phasizing the rich 

heritage w
oven into its landscapes. Finally, "M

oloka‘i ‘Āina M
om

ona" 
m

eans "M
oloka‘i, L

and of Abundance," celebrating the island's bounty. 
Together, these sayings o!er a glim

pse into the diverse tapestry of 
M

oloka‘i's cultural and natural heritage.

W
e ask all visitors to share in the kuleana (responsibility) to preserve 

the culture and character of M
oloka‘i. Please be m

indful of our law
s 

and traditions during your visit. W
e invite you to seek out volunteer 

opportunities to better appreciate our culture and fragile ecosystem
s.

M
any N

ative H
aw

aiians have been displaced due to the im
pacts of 

outside econom
ic interests and investm

ents. W
hile visiting, w

e ask that 
you support locally-ow

ned businesses and entrepreneurs. C
arefully 

consider your com
m

unity im
pact, especially on future generations.

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

M
oloka‘i residents generally om

it the use of diacritical m
arks such as 

the ‘okina (glottal stop) and kahakō (m
acron). H

istorically, the H
aw

aiian 
language w

as an oral tradition, so diacritical m
arks w

ere not used. To 
learn m

ore, including the tw
o w

ays to pronounce M
oloka‘i, just ask 

your local host.


